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SUBJECT SED Press Affairs This document is hereby regraded to 


1. Wilhelm Plieck recently spoke at a conference of editors of SEL newa- 
/ napers in the Exustern gone and of KPb maevepapers in the western 
zones, which was held in Verntgerode. At this time he proposed 
the use of an American or British-lLicensed news agency by the 
Communist-controlied newsrapers, in viow of cwmplaints concerr ing 
poor and inadecuets news coverage. He then cutlined plans for the 
new western zonal edition of Neues Deutrchiand. According to the 


Ne 
arog eee 


_ea@levulations of the Tentrel Sacretariat of the SED, approximat sly 
one million copies or Muster: Zone newepapers could be sold di: the 
West. Neves Deutschland has been sllocated sufficient paper iss a 
western edition of 200,000 coples; 1£0,G0G of theses are tu te cant 
“oO the British done, 60,000 to the american 4one, and 20,000 tu 
che Franch done HeretoforegNeues Deutschland has been sendi: : 

; 30,C00 ecpies tc the western zones dally, wrapped aS letters end 
costing thirty ~fennig postege each. A nbaff of more than forty 

women has prep.ved these newspapefs for suipment. They are weiled 

: in the name of Kichter, one of the press cirectors of Neues 

: . Deutscnland. — 


2. Rudolf Feistmann, who recently returned fron Mexicc, has been aspointed 
director of the western edition of the Neuss PeutSchlend. Befsre 1933 
Feistmann was editor of Roter sufbeu, « bivicnthly KPO Journa?. Neues 

Deutschland in the Bastern One is Zontrolled by Sepp Schwab, who 

worked in Moscow for eighteen yearse Schwel wields a dictutorial 

authority over the editorial steff and press and was Coubdtless 

placed in this position by the Husasiang. The nominal editors-in- 
_chief of Neves Deutsehland, Mex Nierich and Lex Ende, are without 

: real authority. Nierich, an ex-SPL edivor, is carried solely as: 
| window dressing Side would like to ba pus in complete charge of 

the paper and has the full support of the SED, which proposed i iat 


Schwab be transferred to Radio Berlin as manager to succeed Max Seydewitzs howsven, 
the Russians insisted on retention of Schwab at Neues Deutschland. . 
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3, “he Gentral Secxetariat of the GED has determined the nolicy to 
3e@ pursued | by party organs of the KF) und the SED in the western 
sones. It is particularly strassed thet there ere to he no direct 
“ttacks on the occunying powers; every precaution must be taken to | 
‘nrevent ban oF selzure of ar of the papers , discussing the 
policy of the esstern MIPOD no nations, “fore ces or remarks 
sug festive - an eustern Lod nust aay ted, at the present 
time tie ctief task of oll party orgens is te publicize the coming 
SED convention; in tiis connecticn, twenty topics for newspaper 
‘erticles. have been furnished by the Yentral Eecretariat. ; 


4. Accord ing to the first confidentiul reports to reach the Peanut @ 
Committee of the party, all passes issued for entrarce to the Sen- 
aPal Teadquarters of the "fb have been, Vv ithdrawn sirce the explosion 
at the Berlin police detuchnent In SehEnhauser Allee, and the cuard 
lias been increased. «2 feuerd also has been ordered for the editorial 
office of th: Neues Deutsciiand jocated on Ich&8hhauser Allee; he 
vill be stationed at the street entrance und 11] maintain connections 
-with the building by telephone. 


-5. ‘At the conference mentioned in the first peregrerh, Jilhelm eck 
stated that there has been some friction betveen the “ED press and 
ne rarty in Leipzig ani Chernitz Each groun accuses the otler of 

mene lost touch with the ~asses. In order to remely this situa- 
fon, the party in Chemnitz now. requires that a11 38D nevspanernen 
“yeeone members of SED factory groups (Betriebsgrupnpen) in Cher nitz 
industries. On the other hund all party leaders, from the t‘inister= 
Presidents down, must attend local S'tD nelehborhood meetings, of as 
few as 10 members. 
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